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Bright Star alumni/Kinesis Scholar Elena Benzanquen with Kinesis Foundation founder José Enrique Fernández

A WORD FROM OUR FOUNDER
Education is important for the integral development of our young generation and society as a
whole. Education certainly reduces the challenges society will face in life. The more knowledge
they acquire, the more we will achieve.
Throughout my life I have focused on eradicating poverty in Puerto Rico, recognizing that the
most powerful weapon for change is education. I believe in education as an effective tool for
transformation. It gives us an idea of who we are and where we are going.
At Kinesis, we aspire to create a brighter future for our youth by providing tools and resources
to contribute to sustainable economic development in Puerto Rico. The quality of our program
and the opportunity we offer students to enter the best universities is our engine to advance.
It fills me with joy to see the young generation focused, mature, eager to achieve their dreams.
These young, pre-college, college, and even professional students are the best gift you and I
can have. Together we can help them achieve their goals in life.
We would like to especially thank our donor community.
Thank you to the donors who are facilitators of dreams for students to achieve their highest
educational goals.
-Thank you,
José E. Fernández Bjerg
President and Founder
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Social Commitment
Who we are
The Kinesis Foundation is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization. Our Mission is to provide the
necessary resources for Puerto Rican students to achieve a highly competitive education in
order to empower them to develop a healthy socioeconomic environment for Puerto Rico. We
accomplish this through programs that create the ecosystem necessary for our students to
expose, aspire, plan, act, and achieve an excellent postsecondary education.
We believe that the socioeconomic situation of each family should be the driving force and not
a barrier when it comes to accessing a competitive education at a global level, which is why
each of our programs closes the gaps that our disadvantaged students face.
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Vision
A socially and economically progressive Puerto Rico, driven by excellence in education, without
social or economic barriers.

Mission
The Kinesis Foundation seeks to provide the necessary resources for talented Puerto Rican
students to overcome social boundaries and economic limitations, achieve an education at the
highest level, and empower them to return to the island to help further develop Puerto Rico.

Why we do it
The economic situation of families continues to be a determining factor when it comes to accessing post-secondary education. According to the Institute of Statistics on the Statistical
Yearbook of the Educational System, the level of proficiency of students in public schools compared to those in private schools is markedly distant.
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Our Evolution

2004

2010

Scholarships

Bright Stars

The Kinesis Foundation is
established, offering scholarships for
talented students from low-income
families to attend top universities.

The Bright Stars programs is
launched to provide college
access readiness for talented
students from 9th to 12th grade.

2017

2016
Leadership &
Public Speaking
Developed special workshops to
encourage and empower
students to become Puerto
Rico's future leaders.

FAFSA
Program launched to provide
assistance for students
completing their FAFSA
application.

2018
Bloomberg
Mentorship
Student Mentoring Program is developed to
strengten and empower high school students,
especially those underrepresented in
post-secondary education through
peer-to-peer support.

A brighter future for PR

10

2013
Created to provide College Access
workshops for school counselors and other
professionals in the field.

Alliances
Important alliances are
established in order to
create and strengthen
partnerships with different
schools across the island.

2014

Continuing Education

2015
IT Academy
Established to provide Microsoft Office Specialist
Certifications (MOS): Word, PowerPoint, Excel and
other advanced programs. Our technology academy
trains students in university readiness and helps
trainees and professionals improve their technology
skills.

2019
Our Academic Program focuses in
creating virtual learning
environments through blended
education in English and
Mathematics.

USDA
USDA sponsored program where 10
public schools in underprivileged
areas were given computers and
access to our workshops through an
online platform.

2020

Math & English
Programs

2020-2021
Internship Program
Sponsored by Strada Education Network,
KIPP assists our scholars and Alumni in
finding internship opportunities and securing
their first job.
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Our achievements and impact
We continue to open paths for our students that will lead them to a successful university life,
without the economic factor being an obstacle. At Kinesis we develop an entire support network for them and their families. We advise them to strengthen their academic skills, we expose
them to technological innovation, and we accompany them in the formation of their character.
Success is not defined only by a diploma, but by the human qualities that they demonstrate
throughout their lives.

3,444

2,324

Bright Stars
participants
since 2010

Scholarships
awarded
since 2004

$11.5

million

invested in
scholarships
since 2004
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$ 56,000
Scholarship
avg. received
by our students in USA

In their own words

“Thanks to the Kinesis Foundation, I have
been able to fulfill my dream of being accepted to the University of Notre Dame and
I know that with the support and help I have
received, I will be able to continue to reach
new goals.”
-Viviana Rivera,
Notre Dame University

“Kinesis guided my process and gave me the
tools to be a better student. With their help, I
was able to discover all the possibilities I had
and the steps to follow to prepare for university
life. Certainly, the Kinesis Foundation opened
the doors of the future for me.”
-Diego Panzardi,
Harvard University

“I am the first in my family to attend college.
At Kinesis I learned that there are no limits
or barriers when working for a dream. My
own story shows that it can be done if you
trust yourself.”
-Julie Alemán,
Marquette University
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From Peñuelas to Stanford!
Bright Stars alumni Mirelys Méndez hopes to excel in the world of mechanical engineering.
This year she graduated from the Josefa Vélez Bauza High School in Peñuelas, where she has
garnered several achievements, such as completing the STAR Academy of the Arecibo Observatory with the highest honors, getting to be considered by Questbridge, winning first place in
the Ponce Regional Science Fair in the Physics and Astronomy category and becoming a STEM
ambassador for the Semillas del Triunfo de Ciencia PR Program.
She was accepted into three summer programs at the prestigious Stanford, MIT, and Yale universities. Thanks to her focus, work, and discipline, she was accepted at institutions such as:
Stanford, Pomona College, UC Davis, UC Merced, and the University of Puerto Rico, Mayagüez
Campus. She has selected Stanford University.
“The Kinesis Foundation has helped me
achieve my goals in many ways. His teachers
are excellent and whenever I needed help, they
provided me with it and even gave me tutorials
to reinforce different skills. Thanks to Kinesis, I
was able to obtain six Microsoft certifications in
which I learned to use the necessary tools to be
successful during my course in high school and
early in college,” shared Méndez.

We believe in her great potential, and
we wish Mirelys a lot of success!
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Each Kinesis Scholar receives an average of $ 5,000 per year for four to five years to complete
graduate and undergraduate studies at universities of excellence worldwide. In the 2020-2021
academic year, $ 1,112,667,265 in scholarships were awarded to 265 students, 176 of whom
participated in the Bright Stars program.

2021 Kinesis Scholars

Scholar

Gender

distribution

Female: 132

US: 180

Male: 133

PR: 85

International: 1

Degrees

Bachelor’s: 248

Ph.D.: 13

Master’s: 4

“The Kinesis Foundation provided me with financial support
through every stage of my education. That support was a big alleviating factor in my university studies, which made it possible for
me to pursue a medical career without taking on substantial loans
and incurring in crippling debt.”
-Michelle Mendiola,
former Kinesis Scholar
15

Scholars at the top universities:
In the United States
Harvard

UPR Río Piedras

Columbia

UPR Aguadilla

MIT

UPR Bayamón

Stanford University

UPR Carolina

University of Chicago

UPR Cayey

University of Pennsylvania

UPR Ciencias Médicas

Johns Hopkins University

UPR Humacao

Duke University

UPR Mayagüez

Notre Dame University

UPR Ponce

Cornell University

Universidad Central del Caribe

Notre Dame University Campus
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In Puerto Rico

Elena Benzanquen
(Bright Star alumni/Kinesis Scholar)
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Kinesis Alumni Excels in Fine Arts
Bright Stars alumni and Kinesis scholar Paloma Sierra always displayed a passion for fine arts,
especially writing and theater. She graduated from UPR-Río Piedras High School (UHS), and
went on to earn a degree in Literature from Carnegie Mellon University in 2019.
Upon graduation, she was named a finalist for the City Theater National Short Play Award 2020
for her play “Cola’o”, which she presented at Theater Now New York’s Sound Bites 7.0. (an
event featuring eight musicals from emerging musical theater writing teams). Following this, she
was selected as an Emerging Poet Laureate of Allegheny County 2020-2021.
Today, she is developing free virtual programming in collaboration with the City of Asylum, a
non-profit organization based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, that houses writers exiled from their
countries for their controversial writing. It provides them with free accommodation, medical
care, and access to social services and resettlement in the United States.
Part of this program consists of a series of workshops that explore poetry through theater and
film, inviting writers of all experience levels to reinvent poetry in conversations with poets, playwrights, and animators. She is also developing a short-animated series of her original poetry.
This year, she will present a 15-minute musical with Project Y Women in Theater Online Festival,
an initiative that encourages the participation of women in the entertainment industry.
“Kinesis not only pushed me to dream big, but also
gave me the tools to develop within this industry. With
their guidance, I was able to identify the schools that
best matched my interests. Thanks to their scholarship, I was able to complete my BA in Creative Writing and Drama, where I have now set out to pursue
a Master’s in Dramatic Writing. I am very grateful for
the guidance and support that the foundation has
given me. “
Keep shining Paloma!
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Our Bright Stars program helps talented students, from grades 9-12, with limited financial resources prepare for a successful college life. The goal for our participants is to begin exploring
vocational options and strengthen their intellectual and emotional skills upon entering high
school.
The Bright Stars program strengthens and enables the students to create a competitive profile
that allows them to be admitted to universities within their aspirations. We offer workshops,
one-on-one counseling, and college and career exposure opportunities. The program serves
talented and underprivileged high school students.
The Bright Stars curriculum is tailored to the needs of each grade level. We accompany the
students in the process of defining their academic aspirations and the families in the process of
applying for financial aid and preparing for the college transition.
In the 2020-21 academic year, 350 students from public and private schools participated.

Male:
153

Public:
164

Gender

Female:
197

Private:
180

Alliances:
96

High
High
School
School

Homeschooled:
6

Fees
Full
annual
fee: 210

Donor
sponsorship:
17
Bright Star
Scholars:
27

19

Class of 2021

28

Students Accepted in the Top 50 Universities
according to the US News Ranking

53 Students Outside Puerto Rico

Top 50

73 Students in Puerto Rico

Bright Stars at the Top Universities in U.S.
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Columbia University

Notre Dame University

MIT

Emory

Stanford

University of Southern California

Embry Riddle

University of Florida

Vanderbilt University

Tufts University

Samuel Chévere Jiménez
(Bright Star)
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Kinesis Scholar is passionate about science
Kinesis Scholar Carlos I. Ayala, is one step closer to fulfilling his dream of becoming a science
specialist. The Toa Baja resident is in his last year of a bachelor’s degree in Industrial Microbiology at the University of Puerto Rico, Mayagüez campus (RUM). It is part of the Maximizing
Access to Research Careers (MARC) program, which provides the opportunity to do biomedical research and a specialized scientific curriculum that helps students be more competitive for
doctoral programs in the biomedical sciences.
During the 2019-20 academic year, Ayala participated in various beneficial activities for his personal, academic, and scientific development. In November 2019, he attended his first national
biomedical science conference, ABRCMS 2019, where he presented his research on natural
products. In addition, in January of this year, he participated in a workshop on quantitative
methods in Biology offered by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) to learn how to
use different computational models to analyze research data in the field of Biology.
Finally, during the summer he was working in a
biomedical research laboratory as part of the Summer Undergraduate Internship Program (SUIP) at
the University of Pennsylvania (UPENN), where he
was analyzing scientific literature and participating
in different conferences aimed at professional and
academic development.
“Now starting my last year of college, I will be applying for biomedical research programs and doing
research for one or two years and then applying for
an MD / Ph.D. program, which is my greatest academic aspiration so far,” Carlos said.
We wish you every success in your upcoming adventures.

Keep going for more Carlos!
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Alliances & College Access Clubs

In each of our Alliances we establish and strengthen partnerships with public schools in the
island, parents, and communities, in order to promote interest in post-secondary studies by
building confidence and leadership in students. In our College Access Clubs, we inform and
educate students, who are not Bright Stars, about their post high school education options.

Made possible through alliances.
Despite the pandemic, the Bright Stars Program was offered to 149 students in 8 alliances.
In 2020-2021 we welcomed the JJ Barea Foundation/T-Mobile alliance, which sponsors 10
outstanding Bright Star athletes. In addition to the requirement of academic excellence, the
students in this alliance are high-performance athletes in different sports disciplines.

The University Access Club was offered to 127 students from the AbbVie alliance in the Jayuya
and Barceloneta schools during the months of June and July. The Club aimed to reach high risk
students in both schools. All participants successfully completed the program.
23

Our Senior class college admissions:

31
admitted to universities in the United States 8
admitted to the Catholic University 5
admitted to the Inter-American University 2
admitted to the UPR system

Brígida Álvarez School, Vega Baja, PR

Thanks to the financial collaboration of AbbVie, Fundación Plaza Caribe, Dorado Academy,
and the JJ Barea Foundation/T-Mobile, our team was able to offer its technology workshops
to students from various schools, allowing them to obtain official certifications from IC3 and
Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS).
We will keep striving to offer more academic opportunities to our youth and create a better
future for the island.
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Elsamar Rodríguez Lebrón
(Bright Star)
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“Thank you for supporting
the education of our youth

26

and the future of Puerto Rico.”
-The Kinesis Foundation family
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Fairfield student excels in finance
Former Bright Stars student and Kinesis scholar Armando Mújica is heading towards a successful career in finance. He is currently in his fourth year at Fairfield University, completing a
Bachelor of Business Administration with a concentration in Finance. Recently, he worked as an
intern at MoonSail Capital, LLC, a private equity firm aimed at investing in companies in PR and
the US. There, he worked on the analysis of potential companies and in industry and company
specific research.
One of Mújica’s greatest college achievements was participating in the Rotman International
Trading Competition, where his team won the title of best performance in the state, against
prestigious institutions such as Harvard, Uconn, UCLA, Boston University, among others. In
addition, he is working on the development of Remere, a tech startup focused on Artificial
Intelligence (AI) therapy and machine learning to respond to the tone and speed of people’s
speech. The focus of this initiative is to be able to create an alternative for psychological service
platforms, where they could offer other services in addition to “Telehealth.”
“Kinesis has always been by my side in my development, not only providing financial support, but also
professional growth, leadership and preparation for
the professional world. They have always been by my
side. I am proud to be part of an organization that
pushes its students to achieve their goals and dreams.
Although this is my last college year, I know that our
relationship will continue to be strong. I hope that just
like I can be a participant and receive support from
their resources, I too can become a resource and be
part of the growth of other Puerto Rican students,”
Mújica said.
We are proud to be part of Armando’s professional growth. We look forward to his success.
The sky is the limit, Armando!
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LEARN. CREATE. INNOVATE.
We develop a technological generation with the mastery of advanced skills to open new opportunities in the academic and work world.
Using the blended learning methodology, technology is our main tool to provide a higher level
of education. We offer workshops, certifications, and tutorials in technology, personal development, English and mathematics.

2000

1,576
1500

certifications completed in
this year.

1000

4,976
certifications completed
by Bright Stars since 2015

500
0

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2019-20

62%

of the certifications obtained by our students were Microsoft
Office Specialist (Word, Excel, and power Point).

38%

of the certifications were Microsoft Technology Associate
(Database Fundamentals, operating Systems, Security Fundamentals, Web Development).
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IT Academy offers its services at the JJ Barea/T-Mobile Caño Martin Peña Alliance

IT Academy continues to prepare its Bright Stars students and
professionals in Puerto Rico to become technology-savvy.
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Jayuya student awarded by Dept. of Education
The scholarship student and participant of the Bright Stars program, Glerysbeth Torres Heredia, is an example of the discipline required to achieve the proposed goals. For this reason,
during her high school graduation she obtained the recognition of Academic Excellence from
the Department of Education (DE).
The key to success for Torres Heredia has always been to stay focused on her goals and to
keep moving forward even in the face of adversity. Thanks to this, she was able to finish her
academic years with excellent grades. On the other hand, her participation in public speaking
activities helped her lose her fears and become a spokesperson for different topics of interest
in society.
The graduate of the Josefina León Zayas High School in Jayuya, she aspires to obtain a degree
in Biomedical Sciences at the Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico.
“My goal is to become a doctor in psychiatry.
I would like to contribute to society in a better way and help anyone who needs a hand,
so that they may live comfortably with stable
mental health to face the coming problems
find solutions to these different situations. I
want to be part of the change for the better in
our country”, said the student.
At the foundation, we are proud to be part of
the growth and development of students, especially in the new reality that we are living.
We wish Glerysbeth every success in this new
adventure to come.

Don’t stop dreaming, Glerysbeth!
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We develop socio-emotional skills that facilitate the integral formation of individuals and promote the balance between the intellect, emotions, and social action. Our programs encourage
the participant’s integral formation through the development of socio-emotional skills, such as
self-knowledge, emotion management, decision-making, relational skills, and social awareness.

875

273

Leadership
certifications

Public Speaking
certifications

from November 2017
to January 2021

from August 2019
to January 2021

Program Impact in Fiscal Year 2020-2021
43 certifications on Basic Leadership
165 certifications in advanced Leadership
128 certifications in Public Speaking
200

150

100

50
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0

Impact of the program since its start
1090+ 1090+ certifications awarded
400+ 400+ workshops held
4 4 years of service

In their own words

What did our students take away
from our workshops?

“Public Speaking gave me the tools to communicate confidently, sympathize with the public, and
improve my diction, articulation and pronunciation,
among other things. This course is truly worth it.”
-Victor Morales Villafañe,
Antolina Vélez Interamericana, Aguadilla

“In this course I learned to be more confident when
giving presentations, keep the public interested, express myself professionally and communicate my
message effectively.”
-Andrea Cabot Sorrentini,
Villanova University

“This course helped me adapt to my virtual classes.
I learned techniques to improve my image towards
the group and to express myself better when giving
presentations. It’s a great workshop for everyone.”
-Araiza Acum Santos ,
University High School, San Juan
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Knowledge that is not shared is knowledge lost.
Our Continued Education Program is the first University Access Certification offered in Puerto
Rico approved by the Board of Examiners of Professional Counselors as credits of 30 hours of
continuing education for licensed counselors.
The program aims to create a college culture in Puerto Rico’s schools and communities based
on the successful model of the Options Institute at Goddard Riverside Community Center in
New York Our workshops cover a range of topics and certifications accessed by college-trained
professionals related to college access.
The certification is also open to parents, teachers, principals, and other professionals who work
with youth.

Participants 2021-2022:
82

Students

279

Certified Professional Counselors

361

Participants

Number of participants per offering 2020-2021
131

34

College Counseling Appointments

56

SAT Reviews

92

College Board Review

Make Kinesis a Continued part of your journey for growth.

Juan Pablo Paquateque
(Bright Star)
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Bright Star student goes to MIT
Bright Stars alumni Ian Rosado, has shown great commitment towards achieving his goals of
studying Medical Engineering. He graduated from Carib Christian School in Aguadilla this year,
where he excelled obtaining several achievements such as: National Merit Finalist, Student
Year, Hispanic Recognition Program Recipient, Small Town and Rural Recognition Program Recipient and Horatio Alger National Scholar. As a Boy Scout, he earned the rank of Eagle Scout.
Despite the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, he continued expanding his knowledge
in science and engineering, participating in a series of programs such as Yale Young Global
Scholars, Young Leaders Summit and the Weekend Immersion in Science and Engineering, a
program geared toward high school seniors to experience what it is like to be an MIT student.
Thanks to his great academic performance, Rosado was accepted in several institutions, both
in Puerto Rico and in the United States, among them: Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT), John Hopkins University, Case Western Reserve University and the University of Puerto
Rico, Mayagüez campus. In August he began his undergraduate studies at the prestigious Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).
“The Kinesis Foundation gave me the tools and resources to be a successful student and helped me to
believe in my abilities. Through my years with Kinesis,
I met other students with similar goals, I participated
in workshops that helped me grow as a person and
I received indispensable counseling that helped me
achieve my goals,” he said.
We are extremely proud that Ian and his family trusted
us to guide him toward achieving his academic goals.
He has shown incredible commitment and effort to
follow his dreams, and today he can say that he will
be attending one of the best institutions in the world.
We believe in you, Ian! Keep going!
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Merck Mentoring & Technology Program

In the 2020-2021 academic year, the Kinesis Foundation and Merck joined forces to form the
Merck Mentoring and Technology Program for students from the Ángel P. Miallan School in
Carolina, among others.
The goal of the program is to strengthen and empower Puerto Rico high school students to
attend and stay in college, especially those underrepresented in postsecondary education. The
Merck Mentoring and Technology Program (MMTP) offers personalized and sensible college
advising by students.

Results:

84 mentors 143 Mentees

73 Mentees matched with a Mentor
103* Mentees matched with a club led by a mentor
*Some mentees were matched with a mentor and also participated in one club or more clubs

1041
97%
21

Average mentee SAT score
received MOS capacitation
Average hours of direct service
per student

Mentees are from the public-school
system
Average mentee family income

49%
$50,000

“In the Mentoring Program I found a new passion; helping other students. I really enjoyed the
experience of helping my mentee with homework and giving her resources to organize goals and
manage time effectively. It made me think about “what help I would have liked to have” when I was
in their position. I was always at the student’s disposal and kept in contact as much as possible.”
– Andrea Rosado Chamorro, Purdue University - West Lafayette
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Math & English Programs

The Kinesis Math & English Programs use online technology to supplement and improve the
learning process of our Bright Stars.
Our Academics program focuses on creating virtual learning environments through blended
education, that enables students to develop their individual skills at their own pace. Teachers
are available for face to face academic reinforcement, support and traditional workshops.
Our different platforms offer practice exercises, videos and personalized learning outside the
classroom. This combined with our expert English and Math teachers offers and invaluable
learning experience for our students.
We aspire for students to improve their skills in English, Math, and Spanish so that they will be
successful on standardized tests.
At Kinesis IT Academy we aim for students to optimize their skills so that they can to apply
them during the completion of SAT’s with the goal of achieving higher scores and be admitted
to the best universities.

“Greetings!
I hope you are doing well! I am writing to let you know that the
College Board just notified me that I obtained the highest grade
in Puerto Rico in the advanced exams. They will be giving me an
award and a recognition this August.
I wanted to thank you, because were it not for the help you offered
me in the past three years, I would not have achieved this. Thank
you for the help, the motivation and the support!!!”
-Irene Sofía Castillo, Bright Star class of 2021
38

Bryan García Dominguez
(Bright Star alumni/Kinesis Scholar/KIPP)
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Kinesis is “opportunity”, says former student
Bright Star alumni and Kinesis Scholar Christopher Llopiz graduated from Fairfield University in
2015. Kinesis helped me not only with my studies, they also offered their support when I traveled around the world learning and further developing my skills.
“More than a foundation, Kinesis is a community that supports and strives to take every one of
their scholarship recipients to discover, defy, and implement actions that take us to push our
talents and limits to new frontiers. My experience there was extraordinary.”
After graduating from Fairfield University,
Llopiz began his career as a financial advisor
at Oriental Financial Services in Puerto Rico.
Today, he has a position at the Rhode Island
based TW Financial Group, where he works
directly with individuals who have not only financial goals, but also personal ones. Helping
his clients draw out their plans for the future
so that they may achieve their goals in specific, yet simple ways, Llopiz is certainly paying
forward the opportunity that allowed him to
shape his talents and follow his dreams. We at
Kinesis are proud to have played a role in his
journey.
We know you will keep finding success
in your professional career. Keep shining bright!
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KIPP is a pilot project developed by Kinesis with the support of Strada Education Network
seeking to connect Puerto Rican entrepreneurs, businesspeople, and entities with talented
Kinesis scholars who are currently college students or recent graduates. Our goal is clear: We
want to KIPP them.
Puerto Rico lacks a culture of paid internships or early recruitment opportunities aimed at our
young professionals. As a result, many of our best talent choose to seek opportunities outside
the island. Providing a space for our young professionals to gain real-world work experience
will help restore Puerto Rico’s economy and reduce the island’s brain drain.
KIPP links our students with local internship and job opportunities in companies and organizations committed to Puerto Rican youth that could lead to full-time job opportunities to retain a
local talent base and fight the outward migration of Puerto Rico’s most talented professionals.
Individually preparing our students in
employability and personal management
skills, KIPP maximizes their chances of
job success, and provides employers and
students reciprocal benefits.
Your company or opportunity will be the
fundamental basis in the careers of these
local talents, it will strengthen their future, that of your company and that of our
country.

Employability Services
• Resume review

• Cover letter review

• Mock interview

• Coaching services

• Personal life and career plan

• Career workshops
41

KIPP’s First Year Results from July 2020 to July 2021

144 recruited students received KIPP’s employability services
113 allied employers committed to Puerto Rican youth
177 internship and job opportunities shared
60% of our referred candidates were interviewed

Results

29% of our candidates were hired
Kinesis received a grant from Strada Education Network to
develop ths two-year project.

Did you know?
KIPPers is the term we have embraced to refer to our KIPP participating students and Alumni.
It is the summary of what we want to achieve: Keep them home.

It’s time to support the future of Puerto Rico.
Your company and job opportunities will be a fundamental basis in the careers of our local talent. Your commitment will strengthen their future, your company’s, and our country’s.

Success Stories:
Employer
“As for the candidate, we can say that we are very happy with her. She learns quickly and is
always alert to any situation that may arise. Her personality is excellent and she gets along very
well with all of her co-workers, contributing to the positive environment we promote in the company. Thanks for everything”.
-Alexis J. Martínez - VP/Finance & Accounting Director. Finance & Accounting Service Team,
LLC.

Intern
“Popular (BPPR) gave me one of the best experiences of my life. For a time, I thought that I
would not have an internship in the summer, so my joy was incredible when I was notified that
of an opening that was a good “fit” with my profile. Thanks you for all you have done for me.
The most valuable lesson that I take away from this, is that we should never underestimate
ourselves. Believe in yourself, dare to have new experiences and you will be rewarded with
valuable lessons. What a joy to be able to count on KIPP!”
-Aidnel M. Martínez Meléndez – Computer Engineering, University of Puerto Rico – Mayagüez
42

Leomar López Robles
(Bright Star alumni/Kinesis Scholar/KIPP)
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Andy Muñíz, Director of Development

Message from Andy Muñiz
Behind every Kinesis student is a committed donor.
In the past 9 years, I have worked with important educational impact and innovation programs supported by corporations with the same philanthropic mission as Kinesis. It has
been an honor to see more and more people join our community and support our cause.
Each story is an inspiration to continue working so that Puerto Rican youth have access
to a higher education.
The impact a donor has on the lives of our young dreamers is greater than you imagine
because it not only provides the opportunity for a better future, but also makes a dream
come true. The donor becomes a role model and an inspiration to them every step of the
way to achieve their dreams.
We thank all the friends of the Kinesis Foundation, from those who attend solidarity
events to those who make an annual contribution. You are part of all the accomplishments we celebrate in this report.

-Thank you,
Andy Muñiz
Director of Development
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Kinesis 360°
How do our programs work together?
At Kinesis, we created an ecosystem of support for the talented youth of Puerto Rico, so that
socioeconomic barriers don’t stop them from following their dreams and achieving their goals.
As such, all of our programs work together to form what we call the Kinesis 360°, a multi-stage
model that supports our participants on their journey, from students to successful professionals
who strive to create a better future for Puerto Rico.
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Fundraising Events

Individuals, families, and corporations have the opportunity to collaborate each year with the
Kinesis Foundation in our fundraising events. Throughout the year, the development department organizes various events for the general public in order to raise funds to support student
development programs.

Corre para Educar Giving Tuesday 2020 virtual 5K
This was the second year in a row that Kinesis joined Giving Tuesday to raise funds for scholarships for students in the Bright Stars program. The campaign’s slogan was, “Dar para Educar”
As part of the campaign, we held the Virtual 5K “Corre para Educar” for two weekends, November 21/22 and 28/29. More than 100 people participated.
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So long, Farewell 2020 New Year’s Eve Virtual Party
In response to the unprecedented needs caused by COVID-19, we held our first virtual Christmas event to support of our students. “So Long, Farewell 2020”, was an early celebration of the
year’s end, animated by the renowned DJ Carlos Cobian and transmitted live through ZOOM. It
was an emotional night, where the guests where able to connect, dance, celebrate Christmas
and say Farewell to 2020 together in a socially distant way.

Kinesis Open Beach Tennis Tournament
Committed to the students, to their education, and to all those who reach their academic
goals, the first Beach Tennis Tournament was held in June at La Rivera Beach Tennis Center in
Bayamón.

Sticker Fundraiser Acai Express Collaboration
This initiative between Kinesis and the local company Acai Express,
joined its 31 franchises throughout Puerto Rico, for six weeks to promote and raise awareness about the importance of the education of
young Puerto Ricans, through the sale of stickers. This meeting allowed to promote the importance of education to Acai Express customers.

Expanding Alliance
Our support for the best young talent in the country is possible thanks to the strength that our
collaborators always give them in the front row for a new world of possibilities.
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Kinesis, inc. Financials
Balance Sheet

for the years ended June 30, 2020 and 2019

ASSETS

2020

2019

Cash and cash equivalents

$788,401

$505,390

Accounts receivable, at net realizable value

$789,297

$647,671

Accounts receivable from related parties

$427,768

$185,834

Investments, at fair value

$9,691,781

$12,466,210

Property and equipment, net

$864,004

$717,238

Prepaid Expenses

$37,442

$10,720

TOTAL ASSETS

$12,598,673

$14,533,063

Margin account

$329,624

$1,860,417

Refundable advance contribution

$169,600

$0

Accounts payable and other accrued expenses

$170,293

$44,413

Unearned advance donations

$356,425

$134,492

TOTAL LIABILITIES

1,025,942

2,039,322

Net assets without donor restrictions

$10,911,731

$11,882,741

Net assets with donor restrictions

$661,000

$611,000

TOTAL NET ASSETS

$11,572,731

$12,493,741

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

$12,598,673

$14,533,063

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS LIABILITIES

NET ASSETS

AUDITED BY JLM &
COMPANY LLP
48

Gabriela Jimenez Pérez
(Bright Star)
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The only non-profit educational

foundation in Puerto Rico.

www.kinesispr.org
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