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At Kinesis we are constantly evolving. Since our start in 2004, we are always finding more ways to
improve, adapt and grow, even in moments of hardship. In our efforts to face the current pandemic,
it was important for us to expand our programs in ways that would be accessible to the public, and
especially our students.
As such, various new programs have been added to the Kinesis Platform and we have received grants
from the USDA, Bloomberg, and Strada. We transformed our Leadership, Public Speaking, and other
workshops into online courses, as well as our College Counseling appointments. Our efforts to adapt
and overcome new challenges, have allowed us to always be of service to our students, even in difficult
times such as these.
We aspire to create a brighter future for our country by promoting a change in education and providing
younger generations with necessary tools and resources. Thanks to the dedication and support of our
faculty and staff, Kinesis has become a key resource in our students’ academic lives. Here at Kinesis,
we are fully committed to helping our students achieve their educational goals. We will always work to
be the best college access program for students in Puerto Rico.

our students’ future

“

“ Technology is the key to
WHO WE ARE

We are a non-profit educational foundation in Puerto Rico, which was established in 2004. Our mission
is to provide Puerto Rican students with the necessary resources to obtain a highly competitive education that will empower them to help develop a healthy socioeconomic environment for Puerto Rico. At
Kinesis we guide our participating youth to define, pursue and reach their university goals.
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KINESIS BRIGHT STARS
STUDENT ACCEPTED AT

PRESTIGIOUS
INSTITUTIONS

Stanford University- Chemical Engineering

Melanie Rodríguez,

a student in the Kinesis Foundation Bright Stars program and a
recent graduate from the Secondary School Specializing in Science, Mathematics and Technology (ClMATEC) was admitted at two of the most prestigious universities in the world: Harvard
University and Stanford University.
She is currently in her first year at Stanford University, pursuing a degree in Chemical Engineering.

“The process of applying to universities was completely new for me and if it weren’t for all the support and help that I received from my Kinesis counselor, it would have been much more complicated.
CIMATEC has always supported me in all my goals and projects, which has been fundamental in my
development. They believed in me from the start and provided me with all the necessary tools to
grow”, she said.
Rodríguez added that Kinesis Foundation helped tremendously with her university admission process
and supported her in the Latinas in STEAM project. “Kinesis was a resource,”she said, which together
with CIMATEC, allowed her to develop her leadership skills, intellectual curiosity and “the motivation
to fight for [her] goals.”
“Believe in yourself. Be honest and enjoy what you do. In the process of applying to universities it is
important that you tell your story, not what you think universities want to hear. Everyone is special and
has a unique story to tell”, she concluded.

Kinesis Foundation is extremely proud of Melanie’s achievements
and to be part of her journey. Congratulations!
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Our Bright Stars program helps talented students of limited economic resources to prepare for a
successful college life. The initiative focuses on students from 8th to 12th grade.

General Information:
Total graduated Bright Stars:

Total Active Bright Stars:

807

505

Class of 2020
Graduates:

111
Students that will attend college in
the United States:

Students that will attend college in
Puerto Rico:

39

71

Bright Stars attending the top 50 universities in the United States:

29
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Most common degree for our
Class of 2020:

Seniors that applied for college in
the United States:

Biology/Science

56%

The Continuing Education Program provides a series of tools that expands academic
and professional opportunities to students, parents, licensed counselors, other professionals, and the
general public. Continuing Education workshops include a variety of topics and certifications that empower professionals in everything related to college access. Among these are: College Counseling,
College Access Certification, Standardized Tests Reviews: SAT, PSAT, PAA, Financial Aid Workshops.

College Access Certification:
5 Workshops
8 Certified profesionals
14 Total participants, only certification in Puerto Rico.

PSAT/SAT Review
46 Students took the PSAT
135 Students took the SAT
College Access
194 Students received orientation
and guidance from our varied
college advisory offerings.

General Public
5 Workshops for university life

Mayra Prats
(College Counseling/Scholarships Director)
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The Kinesis Scholarship is addressed to talented students with limited resources pursuing their
bachelor’s, master’s, or doctoral degrees at universities in the United States. Its mission is to help Puerto
Rican students achieve a successful university life, without the economic factor being an obstacle. Since
2004, hundreds of students from the most competitive universities have received the Kinesis Scholarship
to help them bridge the economic gap and reach their professional goals.

Kinesis 2020 Scholarship:
Total awarded scholarships:

Total scholarship recipients:

2,059

351

Average financial aid:

New scholars:

$56, 085

52

Aid growth rate vs. 2019:

Number of students admitted to university in the United States:

9%
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BRIGHT STARS STUDENT

WINS HIGHEST

SCORE AWARD
IN COLLEGE ADMISSION TESTS
Harvard University- Mechanical Engineering

Diego Panzardi Serra, a Bright Stars student, recently graduated from the Emilio R. Delgado High School, in Corozal.

He received the Dr. Alfonso Fortier Award, for obtaining one of the highest scores on college admission tests in the public system in 2018-2019.
At such a young age, he has already accomplished so much more. He was recognized as a National
Hispanic Scholar. Panzardi was also a finalist for the National Merit Scholarship Program, nominated
for the Presidential Scholars Program. In addition, he received an invitation to Hesburgh International
Scholars at the University of Notre Dame.
Thanks to his hard work, dedication, and the college counseling process at Kinesis, he has already
been accepted at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Massachusets Institute of Technology (MIT), and
the prestigious Harvard University, where he will be pursuing a degree in mechanical engineering.
Panzardi wants to pursue a career in engineering and physics. As a long-term goal, he hopes to earn
a PhD and work in the aerospace engineering industry.

The Kinesis family is exceptionally proud of Diego’s achievements.
His hard work and dedication are proof that your dreams are well
within your grasp if you are willing to work for them.
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We are committed to help our students stand out among their competition when applying to
universities, by developing their technological skills with the latest in Microsoft certifications.
The best is yet to come. In 2021 we will continue to diversify our offerings, in line with the 21st
century educational model. #WeAreIT

Key alliances were achieved:
We were able to join efforts with Fundación Juan Agosto to teach and certify students from
Juana Colón High School in Comerío.

In collaboration with our Development Department, we received a grant from the Belizean Grove
Leaders, to empower low income Bright Stars’ mothers, by training them and getting them certi12 fied in Microsoft Office 2019 PowerPoint, Word and Excel. (Find out more on p. 16)

Up to this date, IT Academy, has trained and prepared
our Bright Stars students and the general public to obtain
their technology certifications.

Covid-19 challenges opened the door for the creation and development of a fully online
technology certification program, allowing us to keep on track with the latest trends.

More than 3,400 certifications have been completed.

This academic year, 51% of the certifications
obtained by our students were Microsoft Office
Specialist (Word, Excel and Powerpoint).

49%

were Microsoft Technology Associate
(Database Fundamentals, Operating Systems,
Security Fundamentals, Web Development).

24%

were obtained by our general public
and staff members.

76% were obtained by Bright Stars students
13
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Kinesis Scholarship Recipients,
Christmas Gathering
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The training program for our Bright Stars’ mothers.

The Cyber Moms program offers technological training to mothers of Bright Stars students, who are
unemployed or lost their source of income due to the COVID-19 crisis. This initiative was made possible thanks to our alliances with the Belizean Grove Leaders organization.
We aim to empower mothers and promote economic development in their homes. With these technological certifications we are working to provide them with the necessary skills for greater social mobility
and professional growth.
The Cyber Moms program offers Microsoft Office Specialist courses and certifications in three specificareas: PowerPoint, Word, and Excel. The program was launched on June 2, 2020. It is offered virtually
and positively impacts 20 participating mothers:

Cyber Moms Data:
81%

19%

have university degrees

38%

33%
bachelor’s
degree

71%

have a high school diploma

5%

master’s doctoral
degree degree

29%

are unemployed

earn less than $35,000

57%
lost their jobs due
to the pandemic

52% are single mothers between the ages of 46 to 50.

According to the Puerto Rico government Statistics Institute (2018), 58% of Puerto Rican households
with children are headed by single women, raising the average poverty of the single mother to 69%.
José Enrique Fernández, founder of Kinesis IT Academy, commented; “With this program, thanks to
the support of Belizean Grove, we want to increase the possibilities of employment for participants,
and better prepare those who are employed.”
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BRIGHT STARS STUDENT

GOES TO

NOTRE DAME
Notre Dame University- Computer Science

Bright Stars student José Luis
during his senior year stop him.

Benítez Serrano,

didn’t let the obstacles he faced

Benítez graduated from Colegio San José. He is currently in his first year at the University of Notre
Dame, majoring in Computer Science. He was also accepted at the University of Michigan, Emory,
Babson, Northeastern, Villanova, Marquette, Purdue, Syracuse and the University of Miami.
Benítez was the Salutatorian at his high school graduation. He also won the Alumni Award, the President’s Award for Educational Excellence, and the Certificate for Integrity of Character.
Benítez also reached the highest rank in the Boy Scouts of America; Eagle Scout. This experience
taught him that with effort, willingness and determination, any goal can be achieved.
“This last year was certainly special. In September I achieved one of my goals when I achieved the
highest rank in the Boy Scouts of America. Later, along with my brothers from Colegio San José, I got
to raise the PRHSAA soccer championship trophy. After six years of fighting for that first place trophy,
we finally won it.” Benitez said.
“I found out during Christmas that I had been accepted at my dream school, the University of Notre
Dame. It always seemed like such a distant and unreachable goal. Receiving that acceptance letter
filled me with pride and a unique feeling of accomplishment,” he concluded.

Here at Kinesis, we are incredibly proud to have played a role in the
academic development of a student like José.
Keep shining!
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We are grateful to our donors and partners who have provided us with their contributions
throughout the years. With their donations, Kinesis fulfills its mission by helping its students
reach their academic and professional goals.

All the contributing organizations have developed a relationship of trust with us that has allowed
the innovation and execution of educational programs for the sustainable economic growth of
Puerto Rico. By collaborating with companies leading the private sector and the most important
local and national foundations, we impact the community by creating programs focused on
social responsibility.
Thanks to their continuing support, we have been able to support our students and provide
results in various educational services and programs offered.
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BRIGHT STARS STUDENT BECOMES

THE FIRST IN

HER FAMILY
TO PURSUE A COLLEGE DEGREE

Marquette University- Communications

At just 18 years old, Julie Alemán, became the first person in her family to pursue a university degree, following family and academic advice and most of all, leaving fears behind.

This Bright Stars student graduated from the Ileana De Gracia High School, in Vega Alta, and holds a
certificate in commerce with a concentration in accounting assistant. She enjoys spending time with
her loved ones and visiting different parts of the island with them. She is also determined to improve
her English by practicing it every day.
Alemán gained recognition in the Regional Competitions of the student organization FBLA in the
category of “Business Presentation” and “Financial Planning”, to name but one of her many achievements. Because of the hard work that Alemán has put into her studies, she was accepted at several
universities. She is currently in her first year at Marquette University, where she is pursuing a degree in
Marketing and Communications.
“My personal aspirations after graduating from university is to teach the youth of Puerto Rico that
there are no limits, only excuses; that there are no fears, only barriers to overcome. I know that for
many ‘not knowing English’ can keep you from aspiring for more, but that is why I am starting my path
today. I want to teach you with my own story that you can. Professionally, I want to work with companies to help them grow with my knowledge (preferably with charities) and to be the voice for those
people who think they are not enough”she said.

Kinesis Foundation is extremely proud to be part of Julie’s growth,
the sky is the limit!
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The Kinesis IT Academy English and Math Program uses online technology to supplement and improve the
learning process of our Bright Stars. This is the blended learning approach, which combines face to face
and online learning experiences.
Our Academics Program focuses on creating
virtual learning environments through blended education, that enable students to develop
their individual skills at their own pace. Through
various platforms such as Khan Academy, Read
Theory, Google Classroom, Boom Writer and
Flipgrid students have access to the many curated tasks and activities. Teachers are available for
face to face academic reinforcement, support
and traditional workshops.
Our different platforms offer practice exercises, videos and personalized learning outside the classroom.
This combined with our expert English and Math teachers offers an invaluable learning experience for
our students.

At Kinesis IT Academy we aim for students to optimize their skills so that they can to apply them
during the completion of SAT’s with the goal of
achieving higher scores and be admitted to the
best universities.
Our main goal is to prepare students for the PSAT,
SAT and College Board PAA.
20
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Thanks to our alliances with corporations and private donors, in 2019-2020, 164 students from public
schools around the island were sponsored for the Bright Stars Program.

We are inmensely grateful to our donors for their valuable contributions which have allowed us to extend
our Bright Stars Program to many more talented students. We will keep striving to offer more academic
opportunities to our youth and to create a better future for the island.
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BRIGH STARS STUDENT

WINS NATIONAL

COMPETITION
Polytechnic University of PR- Computer Engineering

Bryan García, a student from Colegio Marista in Manatí, thought about how to technologically connect people globally after a natural disaster. Because of this, he created an application which was deserving of the “Congressional App Challenge.”
This Bright Stars student had already lectured on how to materialize an idea, a dream, or a goal, even
before starting his university career. Not only did the future computer engineer think about the technology that could connect populations worldwide after a natural disaster, he also thought that it would
serve as a support network for the collection of money in an emergency.
“The national competition is conducted by the United States Congress for high school students with
innovative applications. I created an application inspired by Hurricane María, which allows people to
donate money directly to those who were affected by a catastrophe” he said.
“I want to start a software development company and continue developing small projects as a hobby,”
he added since he was recognized in 2019 in the competition called “Hack for a cause by Banco
Popular.”
Bryan is currently a freshman at the Polytechnic University of Puerto Rico, majoring in Computer Engineering.

The Kinesis family expresses its deepest pride in Bryan’s achievements and excitement to see what the future has in store for this
bright young man.
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Who are Kinesis-Bloomberg
College Point advisors?
They are Kinesis Scholars who are either attending or have recently graduated from one of the
top 100 colleges, as well as other professional volunteers who are trained and certified by the
Kinesis Foundation Continuing Education Program.
In order to gain a “College Advisor Profile”, each candidate is interviewed by the Scholarship Director, signs a voluntary work agreement, and receives College Advising Services training by the Kinesis
Continuing Education Program.
Every high school student that will participate in this program is interviewed by one of the Kinesis
Counselors in order to create a “Student Profile” that is matched with a corresponding “College Advisor Profile.” Each advisor is responsible for no more than one participant. Once the match is made,
the student and the advisor are introduced.
The Kinesis-Bloomberg College Point (KBCP) advisors provide personalized college counseling, application and financial aid support services to their paired students. Since 2018, these services have
been provided both in person and online, in order to facilitate the process for students living outside
of the metropolitan area. Because of this, we were able to quickly adapt to provide full online advising
services since the beginning of the Covid-19 crisis.
Our goal is to strengthen and empower Puerto Rico’s high school students to attend college, especially
those underrepresented in postsecondary education, through a personalized and sensible college
advising program provided by students to students.

Results:
159 mentors:

60 active mentees:

94 matched mentees

121 scholars

21 10th grade

50% of mentees are from public schools

35 alumni

30 11th grade

1156 average SAT score among 11th and
12th graders

3 volunteers

9 12th grade
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The Kinesis Leadership Program empowers students to develop the necessary skills to become the
leaders of tomorrow. We offer character training workshops, empowerment and public communication,
conflict management, among others. The focus of the workshops is aimed towards personal growth and
character building for each individual while focusing on public speaking. These workshops are designed
to develop, in an academic environment, tools to reach their goals and achieve professional growth within
the workplace.

2019-2920 Certifications:

Public Speaking
150 awarded certifications (10th & 12th grade)

Leadership 1
83 awarded certifications (8th & 9th grade)

Leadership 2
85 awarded certifications (11th grade)

Total certifications awarded: 318
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This program was implemented during Summer 2019. Through exercises and reflection processes, the
Public Speaking Kinesis Certificate establishes and clarifies general concepts of public speaking.
It provides tools and encourages the development of socio-emotional skills that promote best practices
when exhibited in public.
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Bright Stars
9th to 12th grade college counseling, IT Academy, Leadership & Public Speaking Programs

Alliances & College Access Clubs
Promoting interest in post secondary studies by building confidence and leadership in students.

Kinesis Virtual
We launched our all academic and college services through our digital platforms.

USDA
Grant agreement between the United States Department of Agriculture and Kinesis Foundation where, in alliance with the Department of Education, 10 Distance Learning in College
Access Laboratories will be developed and installed around the Island.

Scholarships
We provide scholarships to talented students with limited resources to pursue their bachelor’s,
master’s and doctoral degrees at universities in the United States.

Bloomberg Mentoring Program
Junior and Senior College Students as well as recent graduates can participate in this program,
which trains them to provide personalized college counseling to high school students.

KIPP (Kinesis Intership & Placement Program) by Strada
By providing a space for top tier talent to gain real-world job experience, we can help restore
Puerto Rico’s economy and reduce the migration of our island’s professionals. The foundation
laid on these young workers’ careers will serve to strengthen their future.

Donors
Individuals, families, entrepreneurs, corporations, and other entities join us to be part of our
academic mission in Puerto Rico.

Alumni

To encourage community and alumni engagement in public schools and to promote de Kinesis Foundation Legacy.
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ASPIRING BIOCHEMIST AT THE

UNIVERSITY OF

ROCHESTER
Rochester University- Pre-med

Ivana Sánchez is a Bright Stars student at the Kinesis Foundation who aspires to become

a future biochemist, to later develop as a professional in the field of medicine. Her passion is
helping others.

This young San Lorenzo resident has worked hard to achieve her goals by being part of math competitions, science fairs, and pre-college programs, where she has excelled and benefited from experiences
that prepared her for the next journey.
She graduated from the Antonio Fernos Isern Vocational High School with a 4.0 GPA and is currently
a freshman at the University of Rochester, pursuing a degree in Pre-med.
“Experiences such as Hurricane Maria, earthquakes and now the pandemic have instilled in me the
need to help my country and contribute to Puerto Rico’s society. Thanks to God, my family and Kinesis
I have achieved one of my goals, and I hope I will be able to fulfill everything I want so that I can also
be of service to others”, she said.
In addition, Ivana managed to graduate with Academic Excellence from the Medical Emergencies
workshop of the Antonio Fernós Isern School and the Antonio Paoli Free School of Music learning the
guitar. While excelling in school, she was able to excel in other activities such as music, books, and
stands out as a children’s teacher in the church she attends.

We congratulate this Bright Stars student for stepping into her future with defined goals and allowing us to be a part of her journey.
Congratulations Ivana!
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OUR THANKS!
To our board of trustees and leadership team for their valuable contributions.

José Enrique Fernández
(Chairman of the Board)

Sister Socorro Julia

Rafael Vélez

Ariel Ferdman

Enrique Vila

(Vice Chairman)

Jorge Fernández

Rafael Aragunde

Miguel Fernández

José R. González
(Secretary)

KINESIS LEADERSHIP TEAM
José Enrique Fernández

Dolly García

Marimer Cruz

(CEO/Chairman of the Board)

(Marketing & Communications Director)

(Alliances Coordinator/Academics Dept. Coordinator)

Maricarmen Aponte

Ismavette Cotto

(Senior Advisor)

Carlos Otero

(Bright Stars Program Director)

(Public Speaking Facilitator)

Andy Muñiz

Mayra Prats

Johnny Rullán

(Executive Director of Development)

(College Counseling/Scholarships Director)

(Leadership Facilitator)

Yamira Flores

Soriette Matos

(Product Development Director)

(IT Academy Technology Program Director)

Ricardo Santiago
(Chief Technology Officer)
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787-772-8269
info@kinesispr.org www.kinesispr.org
Professional Offices Park II, 1001
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San Roberto St. Suite 101
San Juan, PR 00926

