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2004

2013

Kinesis Foundation was
established as a project that
offers scholarships to talented
students from low
socioeconomic backgrounds.

We begin to train high
school counselors from
public schools about
university access.

OUR WAY
2010

The Bright Stars
Program is established to
help get high school
students ready for
university.

2015
We developed new
technology support
services and certified the
first professional
counselors with College
Access.

2014

2017

LIDERAZGO
National College Access
Network (NCAN) Award for
fostering a university culture
through our educational
campaign to fill out the FAFSA.
Also, Kinesis Leadership program
was born to develop emotions
management and leadership in
our students.

2016

FAFSA

ALIANZAS

“Bright Spot”,
we were recognized by
the White House as an
organization that promotes
education among the Latino
Community.

Important partnerships
were formed to expand
our services to schools all
over Puerto Rico through
our College Access Clubs.

These 14 years are counted from success. Our growth has been constant. We have made the
most of the opportunities that collaborators like you have provided us with, to further the
development of the students that have participated in our programs. Together we will continue
to share the challenge of working on the future of these new generations.
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W

hen I look back to this past
year I wonder how we were
able to accomplish so much
in such a short period of time. What it
comes down to is that we were given
the gift of a community. The path we
had foreseen was shortened but it
never stopped. At Kinesis we were able
to deal with adversity and exceed our
own expectations.

We are a Public
Educational
Foundation!

A

2017-2018

T

his year was marked by
important achievements
for Kinesis Foundation. We
achieved all our institutional
goals, expanded our services
to new participants and, like
a big family, overcame with
tenacity all the challenges
caused by Hurricane María and
its aftermath.

s an organization that is growing and
trying to expand the opportunities
to strengthen our mission, this year
we completed our transition from a private
educational foundation to a public one. This
will allow Kinesis to attract more partners and
diversify our efforts by attracting more funds
to help our participants.

New services for youth
and the community

T

he development of our students
includes a series of skills that target
academic and personal success.
With this in mind, we created the Kinesis
Leadership program, which deals with
the social and personality aspects of the
youth we are targeting. In an effort to
address sustainability and community
service, the University Mentoring project
was established to provide orientation to
students and families that are not currently
participating in other Kinesis programs.

At the same time, our programs
continued offering workshops and
services to more than 500 teenagers.
We began a new program to help
develop strength of character and
create leaders that are confident and
focused on their goals. At Kinesis
we provided orientation to dozens
of students that were not currently
participating in our programs through
mentoring, workshops and support on
their path to college.
Without a doubt it was a great year in
which the determination of our youth
and good intentions reigned. Dreams
defied reality and together we reached
our goal. Thank you for being our
partners on this way!
José E. Fernández
President and Founder

Focused on
the goal
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Director

fter an emergency situation without
precedent in Puerto Rico, the Kinesis
team worked very hard to help youth
continue with their educational plans. Our
foundation became a shelter for dozens of
students and their parents. We also provided
orientation and resources around the island. It
was a life changing lesson for us all!
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We were able to adapt our services
to respond to the unexpected and
uncertain reality caused by Hurricane
María. Making sure our young people
and their families were doing well
became the priority for our team and
our partners. We were able to offer a
helping hand to families that suffered
huge losses. We helped communities
with resources to improve their
situations, provided orientation to
hundreds of students to make sure
their educational plans were not
disrupted and we established hundreds
of partnerships with prestigious

educational institutions. I am very
proud and extremely grateful for the
solidarity shown by all.

OurWay

Ariel Ferdman
Director

Socorro Juliá, SSCJ
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O

pening routes as a community. Being
a beacon of light during moments
of uncertainty. Becoming stronger.
Giving people hope to continue on their
path…
During the aftermath of Hurricane María,
our program College Access was slowed
down and left without a clear direction.
Our mission of offering each student the
best academic opportunity focused on
their dreams and aspirations became more
necessary than ever.

1,099 hours of service
and $376,044.00 in aid:

A

t Kinesis we care about people. Our
staff received the full support of
the Fernández family, Unidos por
Puerto Rico, Partnership for New York City,
and Save the Children. Together, with our
students and parents we were actively
working on Puerto Rico’s recovery from
our offices and around the island.

Glerisbeth Torres and her family
received aid to repair their home
in Jayuya.

Resilience facing
the adversity
Multiple Service
Centers for Families:

M

W

e provided counseling and donated
lamps, batteries, water filters and
school supplies to communities
in the municipalities of Jayuya, Ponce and
Barceloneta.

Assisting the
community
Educational
Opportunities
Outside Puerto Rico

Public information
and personalized
orientation:

W

e established important
partnerships with
universities and high schools
in the United States to make sure
that some of our students’ studies were
not interrupted. Four of our Bright Stars
received scholarships at the prestigious
Kiski School in Pennsylvania and
Winchendon School in Massachusetts.

ore than 500 students and
families were able to access
e were the only organization
the Internet for emergency and
that provided orientation to high
university related paperwork, in addition to
school graduates and university
receiving psychological counseling services. students to continue with their College
Access paperwork despite the emergency.

W

Félix González, Director
Josefina León Zayas High School
Jayuya

We had an active presence in media, social networks
and, above all, in the community.
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We are so grateful for the
assistance provided by Kinesis
Foundation. They have really
gone above and beyond for
our students.
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A

t Kinesis we feel the urgency to
educate youth in Puerto Rico and
help them become aware that the
discipline that is necessary to have a
bright future must exist throughout their
academic life. Bright Stars, our leading
program, has always characterized itself
by its focus and continuous growth in
particular during a year where we faced
many challenges. The commitment
and achievements of our participants
continues to inspire us.

The Path to
Opportunities
Erica Santana, Kinesis graduate and president of the
Puerto Rican Students Association at MIT shared
with Kinesis staff and students her experiences at
the university.

T

his extraordinary class defied adversity
and finished successfully their path at
Kinesis. They were the largest class in
the history of our foundation.

511
93 %
4
2
70%

Class
2018
participants
retention
is the average of personalized
orientations provided
is the average personalized
orientation provided to parents
obtained high scores on their SATs

100
58
42

100%
STEM
20
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graduates
enrolled in universities in
Puerto Rico
enrolled in universities in
the United States
have defined areas of
interest
most chose fields in the
sciences and mathematics
Bright Stars will attend
one of the top 50 most
prestigious universities in
the United States
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We are extremely grateful for the
opportunity Kinesis Foundation
gave our daughter. We have
seen her mature, take control
of her education and focus on
achieving her dreams all with the
Foundation’s help.

Eternally grateful,
Melvin and Janeska Barrientos,
Francheska’s parents, Bright Star 2018
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generation that is so comfortable
with technology is always open to
taking on new challenges that will
give them an edge in this field. IT Academy
has challenged our participants with more
and more varied workshops and we have
had excellent results.

PARTNERSHIPS

K

70

inesis has given our students tools
that will help them their entire lives.
The new Kinesis Leadership program
helps them manage their emotions
as well as discover and develop their
strengths as social beings.

students from our
partnerships with the
municipalities of Ponce,
Jayuya, Arroyo and Barceloneta also
participated in this new and dynamic
program.

What’s new, to
strengthen the way
61
251
70%

workshops
certifications
of participants from 10th
to 12th grade took all the
courses available.

MODULES

• Self-esteem and commitment
• Self-control and socialization
• Motivation and a vision for the future
• Communication and self-image
• Leadership and empowerment
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The leadership course changed
my life. It helped me learn
about new topics and how
important they are and helped
me learn about myself. I also
learned skills that will enable
me to become a leader and an
excellent professional.

Nelson Badillo, a graduate from Antolina
Vélez School in Aguadilla won first place
in his division at the Robotics World
Championship in Louisville, Kentucky.

Leading the race
in technology
467
115
780

participants
workshops
certifications

The workshops my son has taken
at Kinesis have helped him become
interested in and enthusiastic
about learning. Every time he
goes to a new workshop he comes
home talking about everything he
learned and excited about what
he will learn the next time. It has
also generated interest about
related professional fields

María Vera Hernández
Mom
Andrés O. Marrero Vera – 7th grade

Camila Sánchez, 11th grade

OurWay
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Boys & Girls Clubs
Training

B

uilding a university culture concerns
us all. Our organization has
established partnerships that are
growing stronger and more diverse with
the aim of continuing to increase the
number of students with access to the
best education possible. Our Continuing
Education program has increased rapidly
in its offerings to professionals, parents
and students.

25

leaders from this organization
that targets teenagers and
youth were certified in College
Access. Kinesis visited their
clubs in the municipalities
of Aguas Buenas, Arecibo,
Bayamón, Carolina, Isabela,
Loíza, San Juan, San Lorenzo
and Vieques.

A safe
route

University Counseling

+100

College Access Certifications

4th
22

day of workshops
professionals certified

PSAT/SAT Review

100

12

students took the first series of
reviews for the entrance exams
to universities in the United
States.

Kinesis Boot Camp

15

high school students finished
the school year participating in
dynamic workshops on different
topics including: how to be a
successful standardized test
taker, how to write a resume,
identifying strengths as future
professionals, preparing yourself
for an admissions interview,
financial aid, among others.
OurWay

students that are not currently
participating in our programs
and their parents were given
orientations from our experts
through our new College Access
program.

Public Workshops

3

62

workshops about preparing for
university life
participants
- Effective college applications
- Financial Aid
- Scholarships
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The path to education is a long
one and you are an organization
that everyone should know about
and support. You are providing
us with resources that a lot of us
don’t know about and that are
essential for the island’s future
professionals.

José T. Marrero-Basso
Participant
University Access Workshop
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A
144

O

ur scholarship recipients, who
are really grateful to have us as
their educational partners on
their way to college, are ready for a new
beginning. This year we were able to
provide scholarships to more students.
In addition, we had more graduates
accepted to the best universities in the
United States than ever before.

116

Ready for the
ride of their life

new

250
200

renovators

Degrees attending

37
$52k
9%

current scholarship
recipients
beneficiaries of University of
Notre Dame financial aid
Financial aid average

55%

increase in aid compared
to 2017

100
50
0

38
Bachelor's
degree

Master’s
degree

Kinesis 2018
Scholarship
$1.2M
15%
36%
67%

216

150

270

manda Reyes, a Bright Star who
graduated from Josefina León
Zayas School in Jayuya, received
a scholarship from our partner, the
pharmaceutical company Abbvie to
begin studying chemical engineering at
the University of Puerto Rico, Mayagüez
campus.

in scholarships
increase in scholarships
increase in scholarship recipients
accepted at universities in the
United States

16
Doctorate
degree

$40 million is the average in assistance

that our scholarship recipients will
have received during the next 4.5 years.

Keanu A. Guardiola Flores
PhD student in Biophysics
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
14
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Kinesis has been a source of
support for me, they are looking
out for the future of our island
and the development of our
future professionals not only
through financial assistance,
but also by looking out for
their scholarship recipients’
mental health and promoting an
environment of solidarity and
team spirit.
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Spring charity dinner

I

nvesting in our students means we
become their support on their way to
reaching their goals and professional
dreams. This is what we have been able
to achieve with your help as partners
and committed donors. Thank you for
choosing us for your social contributions
to our island.

With you we
keep moving
Development
Scholarship fund
for the Agricultural
Sciences
In a joint effort, Fonalledas Foundation
and Kinesis Foundation contributed
$250,000 each to offer scholarships in the
agricultural sciences to between 8 and 10
students annually.

Partnerships

Abbvie
Plaza del Caribe Foundation
16

Donors

Amgen
Bella Group
Clase ’95 Colegio San Ignacio de Loyola
Aireko Foundation
Plaza del Caribe Foundation
Pan Pepín Inc.
Pfizer Pharmaceuticals LLC
Society for Human Resource Management
Target Point Inc.
The Luis A. Ferre Foundation Inc.
United Surety & Indemnity Company
Unilever Greater Caribbean
Universal Insurance Company

Grants

Bloomberg Philanthropies
Partnership for New York City
Save The Children Federation, Inc.
Unidos por Puerto Rico

I

t motivates us and makes us very happy
that our graduates, our scholarship
recipients, our ‘Bright Stars’ and other
program participants have demonstrated
with their achievements that it was
worth putting your trust in our public
academic organization.
It is our privilege to demonstrate that
with our partnerships we can exceed
the financial limitations that many of
our youth and families are undergoing
and make sure it is not an obstacle in
fulfilling their academic dreams. We
are very grateful to the companies that
have joined us to help propel our youth
to reach a better future with the best
academic and technological tools.

Just like we promised,
Kinesis is
“With you towards the goal”

The mutual regard between donors and
scholarship recipients was evident at
the Spring Fund-Raising Dinner 2018,
an event that combined solidarity and
gratitude.

College Acces Clubs Achievements
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

70%

63%
55%

45%
36%

7%
Indicate have
career interests
defined

Indicate knowing
how to search
and select
universities

pre

Andy Muñiz
Director of Development

Indicate knowing
steps to apply
for scholarships

post

The College Access Clubs in partnership with Abbvie and Plaza del
Caribe Foundation transformed the vision that 89 students from
10th to 12th grade had about their future.
OurWay
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consider Kinesis Foundation
an agent of change in the
development of future Puerto
Rican leaders. It makes me
very proud to be part of this
organization that directly and
positively impacts the lives of
so many people, families and
towns. Investing my time and
money in Kinesis is giving youth
the opportunity to thrive and
achieve their goals in particular
those that didn’t have these
opportunities.

Rafael A. Vélez Domínguez
Putney Capital
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Julián Bava

Stanford University graduate 2018
Bachelor’s degree in Political Sciences

T

Kevin Cruz López

he social contribution that Kinesis
has made through the FAFSA
Weekend for the past three years
was incredibly important this year when
many families didn’t have electricity
or internet services at home or at their
schools in order to fill out their Free
Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA). The orientation and assistance
provided by the Kinesis team, partners
and volunteers was the key to university
for many Puerto Rican students.

Syracuse University 2018
Bachelor’s in Biology

Michelle Mendiola Plá

University of Pennsylvania 2012
Double major in Biology and Cognitive Science

A support
on the way
FAFSA
2

FAFSA Weekends

5

partnerships

23
1,783
129
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REACHING
THE GOAL!

We need that more young people
become part of a future that
links progress and quality of
life in Puerto Rico. In order to
achieve this, we need more adults,
institutions, government and
private leaders and families to
become their mentors and help
them find their path and their
place in the reconstruction
of the island. Let’s help build a
generation that is responsible
with Puerto Rico and its future.
The example that we give them is
fundamental to the creation of
exceptional human beings. This
is the only way we will be able to
build a better country.

- December 14 and 15, 2017
- April 27 and 28, 2018
- Department of Education
- University of Puerto Rico
- Inter American University of Puerto Rico
- Boys & Girls Clubs
- Plaza Las Américas

locations around Puerto Rico
completed applications at our events

José Enrique Fernández
President and Founder

completed applications at Kinesis
during the year
OurWay
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Manuel Dox Millán

Babson College 2012
Bachelor’s in Business,
Finance and Economics

Antonio E. Rivera Martínez
American University 2014
Bachelor’s in International
Studies and Economics
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